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in the mountain districts, no longer wished to
attend the Southern churches.

The military censorship in church matters, which
continued for a year in some districts, was irri-
tating, especially in the Border States and in
the Union districts where Northern preachers in-
stalled by the army were endeavoring to remain
against the will of the people. Mobs sometimes
drove them out; others were left to preach to
empty houses or to a few Unionists and officers,
while the congregation withdrew to build a new
church. The problems of negro membership in
the white churches and of the future relations of
the Northern and Southern denominations were
pressing for settlement.

All Northern organizations acted in 1865 upon
the assumption that a reunion of the churches
must take place and that the divisions existing
before the wax should not be continued, since
slavery, the cause of the division, had been de-
stroyed. But they insisted that the reunion must
take place upon terms named by the "loyal"
churches, that the negroes must also come under
"loyal" religious direction, and that tests must
be applied to the Confederate sinners asking for
admission, in order that the enormity of their